ABOUT PENNSYLVANIA Y.E.S. 2017 PROGRAM
Program Summary and Objectives
Pennsylvania Y.E.S. is an exceptional and exciting opportunity to gain a hands-on education of the history of Pennsylvania and the democratic process.  Pennsylvania Y.E.S. is designed to accomplish several educational objectives:

· Develop an awareness and desire to participate in all levels of government.

· Develop an appreciation and knowledge of the history and unique heritage of Pennsylvania.

· Develop an understanding of volunteer networks and how young citizens can serve their communities.

· Develop an understanding of the history, mission and programs of the NRA.

Through carefully designed activities, students will develop valuable communication, public speaking, and debate skills.

Who Should Apply?

Pennsylvania Y.E.S. welcomes applicants from all backgrounds who are currently in their sophomore or junior year in high school, and who are in good academic standing, with a GPA of 3.0 or higher.  Students interested in applying should also have strong interests in American government, history, the Legislative Process, and the role and mission of the NRA.

The Pennsylvania Y.E.S. weekend will be strenuous (a typical day will go from 8:00 am - 10:00 pm) and will include a lot of walking.  Participants will be required to take part in all Pennsylvania Y.E.S. activities. Students come from all over the Commonwealth and meet new friends through this opportunity.
Students will be required to complete the Pennsylvania Y.E.S. application, which will include writing an original essay, submitting transcripts of the last 2 academic school years, and the completion of 3 recommendation forms (enclosed with the application) to be filled out by appropriate members of the community.  Data contained on the applications will be verified by NRA, and any student submitting false information will be disqualified.
Why apply for Pennsylvania Y.E.S.?

There are many reasons why you should apply for this dynamic program:

· You will have the opportunity to see your state capital and obtain a rare, hands-on, learning experience that will enhance your understanding of Pennsylvania’s democratic process.  You will have the opportunity to meet people who shape policy and make laws that affect millions of people.

· You will learn how to get more involved in your government, as well as learn of the numerous ways you can make a difference on the local and national levels.

· You will learn effective leadership skills that will make you stand out from your peers.

· You will meet other students like yourself from all over the state and form friendships that will last a lifetime.  The Pa Yes students in the past have bonded immediately and leave as good friends.
· You will gain fresh insights from your new friends and peers.  Part of the Pennsylvania Y.E.S. curriculum is group discussion on various subjects that you've learned throughout each day.  You will learn how other students interpret the same information differently and why.

· You will develop academic skills which include briefings on current political issues, communicating thoughts and ideas to others, public speaking, and debating.  You can prepare by reading a newspaper everyday or watching CNN.
· Your participation in Pennsylvania Y.E.S. will look great on a college application.  As competition gets tougher for entrance to top-notch universities, Pennsylvania Y.E.S. will make you stand out.  You will be noticed as a student who has taken extra opportunities to sharpen your academic and leadership skills.

· Pennsylvania Y.E.S. will look great on your résumé and help you gain an edge in the job market.

· You'll get new ideas for college majors or training and learn of interesting career choices.  Many high school students are unaware of the many exciting occupations available to young adults.

Pennsylvania Y.E.S. Funding

Pennsylvania Y.E.S. is a fully funded, 3 ½ -day, educational experience in the Harrisburg, PA., area.  All travel arrangements will be coordinated with Anthony Byrne.  NRA will do everything possible to ensure that all students are met by NRA staff or volunteers upon arrival in Harrisburg and escorted to the appropriate start-point of Pennsylvania Y.E.S.   Your youth will be chaperoned at all times.
Funding pays for the following:
· Four nights lodging at a hotel in Harrisburg.  Students will be paired two per room (each in separate beds).

· All transportation and tour/entrance fees to Pennsylvania Y.E.S. activities and excursions.

· All scheduled meals, snacks, tips and gratuities.

· Workshops, seminars, and expert briefings and lectures.

· Program educational materials, brochures, and/or texts.

· 24-hour chaperones and security.

· Final banquet and awards ceremony.

Funding does not include:
· Round-trip travel to Harrisburg.
· Personal expenses (toiletries, souvenirs, extra snacks, or extra meals).

· Local and long distance phone calls.

· Special dietary needs.
· Late cancellation fees.  (Any student who signs an "intent to participate" form after being selected for Pennsylvania Y.E.S. and then cancels for non-medical emergency reasons--without allowing for adequate time for an alternate to be selected-- will be responsible for all cancellation fees and non-refundable deposits charged to Pennsylvania Y.E.S.  Fees charged to the student will vary depending on the time of cancellation.  For more information, contact the NRA Field Representative.).

· Program costs for any student being sent home from Pennsylvania Y.E.S. early because of disciplinary reasons or other personal or family emergencies/problems. (Each selected student will be expected to sign a Code of Conduct agreement.  Any student breaking these rules will be immediately dismissed.)  The student will be charged any program costs, as well as extra transportation costs required to send the student home.  

PENNSYLVANIA Y.E.S. LOGISTICS AND DETAILS
Pennsylvania Y.E.S. Dates

Pennsylvania Y.E.S. 2017 will take place September 28 thru October 1 (Pickup at 3 pm).  Students will be arriving on the Thursday evening of the program, and departing Sunday midday. 
Travel Arrangements
Students selected to participate in Pennsylvania Y.E.S. will be responsible for the cost of their own round-trip travel to the Harrisburg area.  All travel arrangements to Harrisburg will be made with a Pennsylvania Y.E.S. volunteer.  Students will be met at the host hotel by event coordinators.
Lodging 
Pennsylvania Y.E.S. participants will stay at a local hotel in Harrisburg.  Participants will be paired with one other student per room, with each student having his/her own bed.  Rooming assignments will be made by event coordinators and no change of roommates will be permitted.

Each room will have a telephone, however, no room charges will be authorized.  Students wishing to make long distance phone calls should bring a calling card, or be able to make collect calls.
Members of the opposite sex are strictly prohibited from entering into each other's rooms.  Strict curfews will be enforced by staff, chaperones and security. Any violation of this policy will result in immediate dismissal and return home at the student's expense.

Any damages to hotel property will be charged to the student, as well as any unauthorized charges.

Supervision  

Pennsylvania Y.E.S. participants will be supervised at all times.  During activity hours, NRA staff, volunteers and chaperones will accompany students on all tours, excursions, activities and meals.  During night time hours, staff and chaperones, working with lodging security, will monitor hallways and conduct room checks.

Health Considerations

The Pennsylvania Y.E.S. itinerary is strenuous (a typical day begins at 8:00 am and ends at 10:00 pm) and requires a lot of walking.  Interested students with special needs should contact the volunteer volunteer, Charles Fox.

Code of Conduct

All participants will be required to sign a Code of Conduct agreement before their arrival in Harrisburg.  This code will consist of such rules as no visiting rooms of members of the opposite sex; not consuming or possessing any alcoholic beverages or drugs (except those prescribed by a physician); not smoking; not abusing, defacing or stealing property or facilities; cooperating with Pennsylvania Y.E.S. staff at all times; participating in all Pennsylvania Y.E.S. activities; and obeying set curfews.  Participants being sent home early because of disciplinary reasons will be expected to pay for program costs and transportation home.

Participation
Pennsylvania Y.E.S. students will be expected to participate in all scheduled activities, except when ill.  As various thoughts and ideas will be expressed from students of different backgrounds, it is important that students be respectful, tolerant and open-minded during the program.  Students will not be allowed to leave the hotel or the group during the program unless the student receives specific permission from the event coordinators before program commencement.  Outside visitors are strongly discouraged.

Pennsylvania Y.E.S. Grand Award

Two students will be selected at the conclusion of the Pennsylvania Y.E.S. program, to attend the week-long National Youth Education Summit in Washington D.C., all expenses paid, in July, 2011.  The selection will be made based on the student’s participation throughout the program, and by the application submitted.  The winner of the Grand Award will be announced at the Awards Dinner on the Saturday night of the Pennsylvania Y.E.S.

Activities

The schedule for the Pennsylvania Y.E.S. is still in the works.  However, following is a list activities that have been scheduled in other State Y.E.S. programs.  We try to keep the program similar in each state, so here are some probable activities: tour the State Capitol Building/House & Senate, tour Governor’s Office or Mansion, meet state legislators  or someone from their staff, tour state Supreme Court, visit any museums relating to the state’s history and government, meet with the  Division of Wildlife or Game Commission for brief presentation about the important role they play in the state’s wildlife, shooting and safety training at a local range, an introduction to public speaking, including a brief presentation about how to make a good speech,  an introduction to debating, and student debates on current events, a legislative breakfast with a guest speaker, where students are introduced to NRA’s Institute for Legislative Action (ILA), and the state’s political and legislative activities are discussed with the students, as well as how they can become involved.  A preliminary itinerary will be available closer to the program. 

Preparing for the Pennsylvania Y.E.S.

Students who are selected to participate in the Pennsylvania Y.E.S. will need to spend some time preparing for the program.  During the Y.E.S., students will be asked to participate in debates and speeches.  Debate topics will range from National and World current events, and controversial issues, to current events and issues in the shooting sports industry.  Students may want to watch the evening news, and read the newspaper in the weeks prior to the Pennsylvania Y.E.S. so that they are fully aware of current issues in the world around them.  Examples of debate topics might be, “Should pilots be required to carry firearms?”, and “Should women serve in combat?”.  A wireless laptop computer would be acceptable in the classroom for reference work.
For Your Reference

Should you have any questions at any time, please do not hesitate to contact one of us!

PA YES Volunteers in charge

Anthony Byrne
267-753-5161

Fontaine Graham

724-971-7115

Ron Ferrance

570-814-8357
NRA Field Reps

Kory Enck

NRA East PA Field Representative

717-689-3200

kenck@nrahq.org 

